The Roman Catholic Church has experienced an incredible amount of unflattering attention in recent years concerning numerous stories of sexual abuse committed by clergy, as well as the mismanagement of many of these cases by bishops and other religious superiors (Boston Globe Investigative Staff, 2002; Goodstein, 2003; Plante, 2004) . The much anticipated release of the February 2004 John Jay Report on clergy sexual abuse in the American Catholic Church stated that 4,392 priests (or 4% of the total) were alleged to have sexually victimized 10,667 children (mostly fondling teenage boys), during the past 52 years (John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 2004). The John Jay Report focused on sexual abuse of minors but not on sexual misconduct by Catholic clergy with adults. The report concluded that most of the abuse appeared to occur in the 1970's, with significant declines by the mid 1980's and 1990's. The John Jay Report findings were consistent with research and clinical practice guidelines from both treatment facilities and clinical researchers (Plante, 1999 (Plante, , 2004 , as well as from recent comprehensive media reports (Boston Globe Investigative Staff, 2002; Goodstein, 2003) .
Although the John Jay Report and media accounts of clergy sexual abuse in the Roman Catholic Church have well articulated the demographics and risk factors of these men who sexually abuse minors, very few published empirical studies have actually examined the psychological and personality profiles of these men. Robinson (1994) examined 30 Catholic clergy ephebophiles, 30 Catholic clergy pedophiles, 30 sexually compulsive Catholic clergy, and control subjects using a number of psychological assessment instruments. They found that sexually abusing clergy tended to have higher scores on MMPI-2 measures of depression (D), authority concerns (Pd), and addiction problems (APS) than the comparison groups. Rorschach results indicated that sex offending clergy experienced more affect constriction. Plante, Manuel, and Bryant (1996) examined MMPI-2, WAIS-R, and Halstead-Reitan neuropsychological testing results among 80 sex offending priests and 80 non-abusing priests hospitalized in a private psychiatric facility. They found that overcontrolled hostility (O-H) was the only reliable variable that predicted group membership such that sex offending priests scored significantly higher on this variable than hospitalized non-sex offending priests. Research by Lothstein and colleagues reported that sex offending clergy are more likely to experience significant brain injury, such as soft neurological signs of brain dysfunction (Lothstein, 1999) . Most other published reports have been speculative or theoretical rather than empirical in nature (e.g., Blanchard, 1991) . Furthermore, quality empirical research on Catholic clergy sexual misconduct with adults is nonexistent at this time.
Although rather limited, current available research and clinical practice suggests that defensive coping, as well as cognitive dysfunction may play a significant role among Catholic clergy who sexually abuse minors (e.g., Blanchard, 1991; Haywood, 1994; Haywood, Kravitz, Grossman, & Wasyliw, 1996; Plante et al., 1996; Robinson, 1994) . Overcontrolled hostility, repression, and cognitive impairment have been commonly found among sex offenders in general, and may prove to be common among the clergy sex offending population as well. The purpose of the present research study was to investigate the psychological profile of a group of 21 Catholic clergy experiencing credible accusations of sexual misconduct. The accusations include sexual misbehavior with both adults and children and that include priests, brothers, and men still in formation prior to final vows.
